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LANE INDEX 3.0 
With apologies to Harper’s Magazine.  “Harper’s Index” is a registered trademark.  Prior Lane Indexes appeared in #3 and #46. 

 

October 2025 will mark TIPSS’ 10th anniversary reporting on student success at Lane.  What a difference 10 years make! 

 
Fraction of new small businesses in the U.S. that survive for 10 years1:  1/3 

Fraction of new marriages in the U.S. that survive for 10 years2:  9/10 

Lane percent fall-to-winter retention rate among new award seeking students in 2014:  79 

Among new award seeking students in 2024:  76 

Lane percent fall-to-fall retention rate among new award seeking students, 2014 to 2015:  46 

Among new award seeking students, 2024 to 2025:  52 

Number of years in the decade 2015 through 2024 ranking among the hottest 10 on record3:  10   

In 2014, percentage of Lane fall-start award seeking new students passing college level writing within 1 year:  48 

In 2024:  45 

In 2014, percentage of Lane fall-start award seeking new students passing college level math within 1 year:  16 

In 2024:  31 

Percent increase in U.S. home prices during the decade ending in 20234:  100 

Percent increase in Lane tuition during the same decade:  47 

Lane’s overall percent success rate in credit courses, Fall 2015:  77 

Fall 2025:  80 

Three-year percent graduation rate among award seeking students new to Lane in Fall 2011:  10 

Among award seeking students new to Lane in Fall 2021:  18 

Three-year percent transfer rate among award seeking students new to Lane in Fall 2011:  14 

Among award seeking students new to Lane in Fall 2021:  22 

Ten-year cumulative percent growth of U.S. federal debt, as of September 30, 20245:  199 

Ten-year cumulative percent growth of the S&P 500 stock index, as of January 1, 20256:  286   

Ten-year cumulative percent growth in numbers of Lane online course sections, as of Spring 2025:  77  

1U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2024/ 
2Our World in Data, https://ourworldindata.org/marriages-and-divorces 
3National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, climate.gov 
4Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/USSTHPI 
5Investopedia, https://www.investopedia.com/us-national-debt-by-year-7499291 
6Macrotrends, https://www.macrotrends.net/2526/sp-500-historical-annual-returns 

TIPSS are produced by Lane’s Guided Pathways Core Team and are available with other data resources at inside.lanecc.edu/ir 


