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Introduction: What is a Writing Instructor Doing in the Kitchen?

In my instructional and coordination roles at Lane, I observed the impact that gender inequalities continue
to have on our students. For my sabbatical, I explored in a systematic way possible answers to several
related questions, and integrated these answers into all my work at Lane. I examined the interrelatedness
of literary history and labor history as they were inflected by gender issues and as they impact learning,. I
looked at real-world applications and deepened my understanding of how gender affects our students in

the workplace and how they can respond to their experience through writing.

My Guiding Questions

My research was guided by the following questions;

Literary and Social History
In literary history (which is one of my discipline areas), the “canon” of literature is dominated by male

authors--even though some of the most popular works of all time have been written by women. How does
this same dynamic operate in the “canon” of haute cuisine where male chefs hold more power and
authority as executive chefs or “top chefs” while women continue to occupy a “service” positions and

“30-minute meal prep” that mirrors the domestic hierarchy?

Shifting Roles
If the kitchen has been traditionally perceived as “feminine” territory, why do roles shift in professional

kitchens, where gender barriers persist in spite of advances in other professions?

Economic and Social Effects .
What values are at work in the increasingly popular “chef shows” that feature “Iron Chefs” with

masculine gestures and warlike demeanors? How do such shows work against women, excluding them
from the most lucrative areas of the culinary profession? What are the implications of these shows—and

the books that follow in their wake—for our culinary arts students?

Overcoming Obstacles
How have professional women chefs and women writers used the act of writing to overcome obstacles

presented by the role their gender plays in their lives?

Local Applications :
How can Lane students come to a new consciousness around the issues related to gender roles and equity

in the workplace—in the Culinary Arts program, but also in other pre-professional areas?
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